[image: image12.png]/— \
RIN o0D
| Blac
CAME CLUB




[image: image13.wmf]
In Black & White ~ March 2007
	RINGWOOD BLACK & WHITE CAMERA CLUB INC

Incorporation No A0026658L

www.ringwoodcameraclub.org
PRESIDENT

Tim Hughes

  9874 8979

president@ringwoodcameraclub.org

VICE PRESIDENT

Jill Turnbull

9720 3161

SECRETARY

John Tuckett 

9762 2164

secretary@ringwoodcameraclub.org

TREASURER

Rosie Hughes





A Word from our President
We are off to good start in 2007. The meetings have been well attended, everyone seems to like the new scoring system and from what I’ve seen everyone is enjoying their photography.

During February I conducted the “Introduction to Digital Photography” course organised by the United Church’s “Centre for Living. We started with seven on the course but finished with nine. Three of these have attended club meetings and it looks like our active memberships will grow. The course is scheduled to be run again in May. Jill has offered to do one night, I can do one so we need “teachers” for two nights. I’ll do a list of topics and circulate it. If you feel comfortable delivering the material please let me know.

From all accounts that I’ve received it sounds like the outing to the city went extremely well and with some great shots taken. Members really enjoy these outings and we hope to organise a few more during the year. The March workshop was run by Jill and John T and featured members showing many shots that they took on the night. I’ve heard that some were not strictly black and white but I guess we can live with that!

The Nunawading Library Exhibition was run over the month of February.  When I visited it a few times I noticed it was getting more attention than usual, so let’s hope we get some members as a result.

We are now about three quarter of the way through the club year. In a few months time we need to elect a new committee. The operation of the club depends on the work done by the committee members. The current committee is doing a fantastic job and deserve all our thanks. Please have a think about helping the club to progress by serving on the committee. I suspect there are some members whose experience and talents are not being utilised. It may sound like an onerous task but it is a very rewarding one.
  Tim

CITY TWILIGHT OUTING
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Rendez-vous near Federation Square
CITY TWILIGHT OUTING (Cont’d)
The weather was kind to us when we set out on last month’s City Twilight excursion. Eleven of us met up at Federation Square, which was a great turnout. It was so much fun getting together with other members taking photos, discussing shots and checking out each others gear. City bystanders were quite curious as to why a dozen photographers with tripods had descended upon Federation Square. A couple of us were asked what the occasion was. There was so much to photograph at the Square and down by Princes Bridge that we stayed in that area all evening. 
At the last meeting it was great to have a sneak  (slideshow) preview of some of the shots that members had taken on the night. Most of the shots were still in colour format – yet to be converted to black and whites. I’m looking forward to seeing how some of these images convert into monochrome prints, on our April competition night.
Jill
[image: image2.jpg]



Getting some early shots at Flinders Street Corner
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Can’t wait to take some twilight photos!
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Gee, I hope the rain holds off!
PROFILE OF CHRIS HOARE
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Like so many other people of my age, my first experience with a camera was a very basic Box Brownie. That camera came to Australia with my family in 1949 from the U.K. I had very little interest in photography and it wasn’t until after I joined the Royal Australian Navy in 1955 that I had the money and the opportunity to buy my first 35mm camera. This was a Voigtlander. I can’t remember the model, but I purchased it in Singapore. It was a manual camera and a lot of guess work was required but this was the first step in my taking a bigger interest in photography.
While serving on the H.M.A.S. Vampire (1962 – 1965) I was interested in what the ship’s photographer did, asking many questions. Following him around, I was shown the workings of the “darkroom”, a converted gun crew shelter. Although all basic photography was black and white, the coloured slides were common but black and white became my interest. I wonder what happened to all those slides and photos I took over the years. Only a few now remain. 

Many years later, my interest in photography was revived when my wife bought me a second-hand Pentax Spotmatic for my birthday and a new learning curve began. It was about this time that a friend of mine was doing a photography course at RMIT, and she had setup a darkroom. I was invited to share in its use, so my darkroom experience began.

The next step was to join a club, and after “walking” the Yellow Pages, I became a member of the Ringwood Black & White Camera Club. The meetings were held at Richard Steward’s studios in Murray Pl. Ringwood. I appreciated the constructive criticism given by the members, especially Richard, Geoff Davidson and Andrew Korlaki and others.
The Spotmatic was eventually traded in on a Canon EOS 500 with 28-80 and 80-200 lenses and by now I was having the occasional competition success. In the meantime, my friend’s darkroom became a storeroom. So, to keep up, I endeavoured to take better photos and have them printed commercially. Later, I used the Kodak DIY machine at the local chemist. I would shoot off a roll of black and white film, have it developed and printed, and the best of the prints were then enlarged on the Kodak DIY.
October 2004 brought a new dimension in my photography. I bought a Panasonic DMC FZ-20 five megapixel camera and a CANON IP4000 Pixma printer and the combination of these two items launched me into a whole new world. Not having a computer at this stage, I still had to take a decent shot so that I could print it directly off the camera. Now I was starting to enjoy more success in the club comps plus I became confident enough to participate in Inter Club competitions. Last year I was given an old laptop computer which came with the Adobe Photoshop Elements programme, and that is now the next challenge. There is so much in this programme, and if you are not computer literate, it is not exactly easy.
Which now brings me to the point of thanking all my friends in the Ringwood Black & White Camera Club for their friendship and guidance over many years, and giving me the pleasure of being made a Life Member.

Chris Hoare.
CLUB COMPETITION RESULTS

January
Open Section

	1st 
	John Westley
	Snow Plain in Summer
	C

	2nd 
	Matt Moore
	Smoke Screen
	

	3rd
	John Tuckett
	Bandstand
	


Set Subject “Food”        

	1st 
	Jill Turnbull
	Sweet love
	C

	2nd 
	John Westley
	Bread & Wine
	

	3rd 
	Rosie Hughes
	Vietnamese Duck
	

	=3rd
	Mark Dalton
	Stir-fry
	


February

Open Section

	1st 
	Rosie Hughes
	Drought          
	

	2nd 
	John Westley
	Museum
	

	=2nd
	Tim Hughes
	His Shoes
	


Set Subject “Alternate Process or Creative”        

	1st 
	John Tuckett
	Rowers
	C

	2nd 
	John Westley           
	Saw Cut
	

	3rd
	Matt Moore
	Perfect Start
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“Sweet Love”  by Jill Turnbull
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“Rowers”  by John Tuckett
SCORING CRITERIA:

IMPACT:  Creativity, message, strength, imagination and innovation

TECHNIQUE:  Exposure, print quality, use of elements – lighting, tones etc.

COMPOSITION:  Design, balance, tonal balance

The print must be  monochrome (i.e. of any colour) with no more than 10% of another colour by painting, collage, toning or other process.

SCORING SYSTEM:
D   = Distinction  14 - 15
C = Commendation 12 - 13.9 
Scores are now not read out at the meetings. Those members wishing to know their scores need only ask and they will be readily given to them. We wish to encourage discussion from the body of the meeting during the critique so feel free to say something about your print.

EXHIBITIONS

39th Ballarat National Exhibition  One hundred and sixty acceptances from 1,124 entries will be on display at the Ballarat Fine Art Gallery until 8 April.
Monash Gallery landscape exhibition by Travis McHarg, from Knox Photographic Society from 3 March to 29 April.

Latrobe Regional Gallery will show “The Paris End Photography, Fashion & Glamour” from 10 March to 22 April.
CCP  “Hall of Mirrors: Anne Zahalka Portraits 1987-2007” from 23 March to 12 May

Bendigo Camera Club is holding an exhibition of its club members’ prints at Dudley House, View Street, Bendigo from 6 April to 9April.

Traditional Black & White Paper
 Contributed by John Tuckett
With the demise of Agfa and Kodak’s B& W papers along with other manufacturers, this leaves only three coating factories in the world, Lucky in China and Ilford and Kentmere in England.
Crazy Photographer
 Unknown Author: Contributed by Matt Moore
This is a case of photographer photographs photo-grapher.  The following photographs were taken by photographer Hans van de Vorst at the Grand Canyon, Arizona.  The descriptions are his own.  The identity of the photographer in the photos is unknown.

[image: image8.jpg]




I was simply stunned seeing this guy standing on this solitary rock in the Grand Canyon. The canyon's depth is 900 meters here. The rock on the right is next to the canyon and safe.
Watching this guy in his thongs, with a camera and a tripod I asked myself 3 questions:
1. How did he climb that rock?
2. Why not take that sunset picture on that rock to the right, which is perfectly safe?
3. How will he get back?
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This is the point of no return.
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After the sun set behind the canyon's horizon he packed his things (having only one hand available) and prepared himself for the jump. This took about 2 minutes. At that point he had the full attention of the crowd.
After that, he jumped on his thongs... The canyon's depth is 900 meters here.
Now you can see that the adjacent rock is higher so he tried to land lower, which is quite steep and tried to use his one hand to grab the rock.
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We've come to the end of this little story. Look carefully at the photographer. He has a camera, a tripod and also a plastic bag, all on his shoulder or in his left hand. Only his right hand is available to grab the rock and the weight of his stuff is a problem.

He lands low on rock and his flip flops, both his right hand and right foot slip away...  At that moment I take this shot.

He pushes his body against the rock. He waits for a few seconds, throws his stuff on the rock, climbs and walks away.

THE NEXT MEETING
At our next mid-monthly meeting on April 13, our guest speaker will be Les Walkling and the topic “Managing Colour in Digital Images”. We are inviting members from Camberwell, Eastern Suburbs and Maroondah Camera Clubs to join us for what promises to be a very informative evening.
Les Walkling is an artist and educator. His work is represented in many galleries in Australia and around the world.  He is a senior lecturer in fine art photography at RMIT University and conducts regular workshops through the Centre for Contemporary Photography and the Australian Institute of Professional Photography. He also works as a digital imaging and colour management consultant.
Les has kindly agreed to share with us his expertise in colour management. He will be sharing some tips and techniques for controlling and correcting colour when printing colour or monochrome images. Whether you send your images to the lab for printing or use a home printer, don't miss this opportunity to learn how to improve your prints through a greater understanding of colour management.
COMING UP – Club Activities

	Mar 23
	Competitions: Open and Set Topic – ‘Something Old’

Info session re: “Heathmont Court Photos” competition

	Apr 13
	Workshop: Les Walkling – Colour Management

(with interclub visitors)

	Apr 27
	Competitions: Open and Set Topic – ‘City Scene’

	May 11
	Workshop:  Tony Dymock

	May 25
	Club Competitions: Open and Set Topic “Emotion”

	Jun 8
	Workshop: Neil Follett “Judging” (and his portfolio)


The full 2007 Syllabus is available from the Club Secretary, John Tuckett, or our website
www.ringwoodcameraclub.org 

COMING UP – Other Competitions

VAPS Annual Interclub
The Victorian Association of Photographic Societies (VAPS) Annual Interclub will be on display during June as part of the Daylesford Biennale. To take part we need to select up to 10 prints to represent the club.  Please bring some of your best prints along to the meeting on Friday 23 March.
Maroondah Annual Photo Competition 






The photo must be taken within the City of Maroondah and after 1 July 2006. Entries may be submitted between 1 March and 30 June 2007. Open, Intermediate and Junior sections with prizes for each section plus Mayor’s Encouragement Award. Entries will be on displayed at Maroondah Federation Estate, from 19 July to 18 August. Entry forms available at club meetings or from Maroondah City.

	
	ITEMS FOR NEWSLETTER

Please email items for publication to jill@picturepathways.com.au. The deadline for submissions for the next quarterly newsletter is Friday 8 June, 2007. Please send your submissions as unformatted Word documents (i.e. no columns, indents, alignment etc; but using bold for headings is fine), with images attached separately as .jpg files.

Don’t forget, if you would like your winning prints to appear in the newsletter, or in the Gallery section of the Club’s website, please send them as .jpg files to Jill at the above email address. (If preferred, .jpg images can be submitted on CDROM.) If emailing, please restrict images to 1024 pixels by 768 pixels to minimise file size.  

If anyone would like to exhibit their favourite images in the gallery, please forward them to Peter Westley:
webmaster@ringwoodcameraclub.org

	


RINGWOOD BLACK & WHITE CAMERA CLUB

NEXT MEETING:  APRIL 13th 2007  

Meetings are held at Heathmont Uniting Church Rooms, Canterbury Rd, Heathmont (Melways map 50, B11) at 8pm on the second and fourth Friday of the month

 VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME
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